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engaged in a steady continued course of occupation, suffic to employ all his time for some years ; and which was the preventive  of that  constitutional melancholy which was lurking about him, ready to trouble his quiet.    But his enla and lively mind could not be satisfied without more dive of employment, and the pleasure of animated relaxation1, therefore not only exerted his talents in occasional compos: very different from Lexicography, but formed a club in Ivy-! Paternoster-row, with a view to enjoy literary discussion, amuse his evening hours.    The members associated with hii this little society were his beloved friend Dr. Richard Bathu Mr.   Hawkcsworth3,  afterwards  well   known  by  his   writ: Mr. John Hawkins, an attorney4, and a few others of diffe professions5.
Dr. Blacldock that ' it was easier to him to write poetiy than to compose his Dictionary. His mind was less on the stretch in doing the one than the other.' Boswell's Hebrides, Aug.
17, 1773-
1 The well-known picture of the company at Tunbridge Wells in Aug. 1748, with the references in Richardson's own writing, is given as a frontispiece to vol. iii. of Richardson's Correspondence. There can be no doubt that the figure marked hy Richardson as Dr. Johnson is not Samuel Johnson, who did not receive a doctor's degree till more than four years after Richardson's death.
* ' Johnson hardly ever spoke of Batluirst without tears in his eyes.' Murphy's Johnson, p. 56. Mrs. Piozzi, after recording an anecdote that he had related to her of his childhood, continues :—' " I cannot imagine," said he, " ivhat makes ine talk of myself to you so, for I really never mentioned this foolish story to anybody except Dr. Taylor, not even to my dear, clear Bathurst, whom I loved better than ever 1 loved any human creature; but poor Bathurst is dead 1" Here along pause and a few tears ensued.' Pipzzi's Anec., p. 18.
Another day he said to her :—' Bathurst was a man to my very h content: he hated a fool, an hated a rogue, and he hated a. V he was a very good hater.' It. In his Meditations on Easter-1764, he records :—'After sera recommended Tetty in a prayi herself; and my father, me brother, and Bathurst in ano Pr. and Atcd., p. 54. Sec also under March 18, 1752, and 17 Mr. Langton's Collection.
3  Of Hawkcsworth Johnson wrote:   'An  account  of Dr. has been already collected, with diligence    and   acuteness,   by Hawkesworth, according to a sc which I laid before him in th timacy of our friendship.    I  c; therefore be expected  to say i of a life concerning which I had since communicated my thougl a man   capable   of  dignifying narrations with so much elegan language and force   of scnlir Johnson's Works, viii. 192.   Ha< worth was an imitator of John style; post, under Jan. i, 1753,
4  He was afterwards for sc years Chairman of the Mickl Justices, and upon occasion ofuch as it now and then pleased me, for I did not find dictionary making so very unpleasant as it may be thought.' Notes and Queries, 6th S. in, 30'- He told engaged In the copy that he thus markior such studies.' Ib. p. 139. The editors of the Cambridge Shakespeare
